Foreign medical graduates and the issue of substantial disruption of medical services.
Provisions of the 1976 Health Professions Educational Assistance Act may result in a substantial disruption of medical services provided by foreign medical graduates in United States residency training programs. Estimates of the effect of the Act indicate that between one third and two thirds of foreign graduates receiving visas annually will not qualify for admission, under the new provisions. Results of a recent study show, furthermore, that foreign medical graduates constitute a majority of the residents in 23 per cent of the hospitals with residency programs. Transition to a decreased dependence on foreign graduates may be facilitated through the waiver of two provisions relating to exchange visitors. Projected numbers of United States medical graduates and citizens receiving medical education abroad will not be enough to fill the gap created by the ultimate reduction in alien physicians. United States residency programs will have to develop alternative sources of residents to continue operating at current levels.